
Discover the wonders of the Great Northwest, 
including cedar, rhododendron,

and how Native Americans 
used all parts of the cedar tree



In our class, we 

have been 

studying 

Northwest Coast 

Native Americans. 

Their culture 

depended on the 

natural 

environment. 

Come see what 

we learned!



-There are many trees, 

mountains, and shores. 

Possibly the most 

impressive, important, 

and widespread trees 

in Western North 

America.

-Native American 

people have lived here 

forever.

-The Native language 

of our region is called 

Lushootseed.



Cedar trees were used 

to make longhouses, 

and many other things.

There are many edible 

plants on the Pacific 

Northwest Coast. 

Including many tasty 

berries!



Uses:

-Shelter, baskets, ropes, 

medicines, soaps, 

clothing, canoes, 

carvings, mats, masks, 

incense, box drums

Parts:

- Wood, leaves, bark, 

roots, cones



The bark is rough on 

the outside and 

smooth on the inside.

The cones are small 

and the wood is red.

The leaves 

are smooth 

like a scale.



Native Americans cut 

down trees by cutting 

a hole in the tree, 

then lighting it on 

fire! The fire burned 

through the trunk.

Cedar logs were 

used for totem poles, 

canoes, and drums. 

They also made 

planks out of logs.



Canoes were very 

important to Native 

Americans. They were 

used to fish. It took one 

log to make a canoe.

Some kinds of  

canoes were a 

Northern, a 

Nootka, a Coast 

Salish, and a 

Shovelnose.

Paddles had 

names like river, 

mens, oceangoing, 

and common.



Totem poles were used like 

signs, for welcome, and for 

decoration. 

Drums were used for music, 

calls, and ceremonies.



Cedar planks were 

used for longhouses 

so native Americans 

could have shelter. 

They can also use 

them for bentwood 

boxes and other 

creations.

Cedar planks can be 

smooth and soft 

depending on how 

they split them.



Bentwood boxes only take one piece of cedar 

plank! They soften the wood by sawing through it 

with pegs. They fold the softened plank into a box.

They use different dyes from nature for color.



They got cedar 

planks by cutting 

down cedar trees 

and putting kinds of 

nails into the log. 

Then they pushed 

down until a plank 

popped off.

The cedar tree was 

very important in 

Northwest Coast 

Native life.



Cedar roots grow 

underground. 

They were used to 

make baskets.

- Cedar root baskets 

were very strong. 

They could even hold 

liquid because they 

were tightly woven.

-The roots were heat resistant so cedar root 

baskets could be used to roast or boil things.

-These baskets were used for cooking.

-Clam baskets had a hole in the bottom to let 

water out and wash the clams.



Bark shredders made 

from whale bone or 

wood were used to 

pound and soften cedar 

bark.

Cedar bark was used 

for making clothes, 

baskets, hammocks, 

roofing, rope, bedding, 

and other things.



-Baskets made of cedar bark could be used for 

gathering berries. The baskets were woven in 

beautiful patterns.

-Hammocks were made of woven cedar bark. It was a 

comfortable place to rest

- Clothing and jewelry were also made of cedar bark. 

The bark was woven into fabric. They wore shirts, 

dresses, and capes.



Uses:

For decorating landscapes

-It was discovered by 

Europeans in 1790.

-It was found on the Pacific 

Coast by George Vancouver.

-A Coast Rhododendron was 

sent to England in 1850.



The rhododendron 

became Washington’s 

state flower in 1892, 

for the Chicago 

World’s Fair. It was 

chosen by the women 

from Washington.



We planted this 

rhododendron 

in our school 

garden to 

celebrate 

Rhododendron 

Day in 

Vladivostok!



Thank you for 

reading about the 

cedar tree, 

rhododendron, and 

the Northwest 

Coast. We have 

learned much from 

our research. We 

hope you enjoyed it 

in Vladivostok.

Goodbye!

Dasvidaniya!


