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ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION AT

THE BOTANICAL GARDEN of IRKUTSK STATE UNIVERSITY



The Botanical Garden of Irkutsk State University 
- Established in 1940 – it is one of the oldest in Siberia;
- Its territory is 30 hectares (74 acres);
- It has the largest collection of plants in Eastern Siberia, 
numbering about 5,000 species and varieties, including 
rare and endangered species that are noted in the Red 
Book of Endangered Species for Irkutsk Region and Russia;
- It contains an Arboretum, natural areas, collections of 
tropical plants, an ethnobotany center, display gardens



Main collections

• Collection of Medicinal Plants 
(370 species)

• Collection of the rare and endangered 
species of plants from Red book of Russian 
Federation, Red Book of Irkutsk Oblast 
(more than 50 species)



• Woody Plants Collection contains, for the 
most part, woody plants of the boreal forest 
(Northern Hemisphere)

• Consists of 370 species and sub-species taxa 
in 82 genera and 32 families

• The collection of fruit plants numbers about 
250 varieties of apple, pear, mountain ash, 
plum, cherry, and apricot, whose origins can 
be traced to the European part of Russia, Asia 
(including China), and North America.



The collection of perennials consists of 486 
species, 144 genera, and 48 families

The Tropical and Subtropical Plants Collection



Our main Gardens:
Korean Garden

The Korean Garden 

was opened in 2017 

with the support of 

Consul General of the 

Republic of Korea in 

Irkutsk and the mayor 

of the city of the twin 

of Irkutsk - Kannun



Medicinal Garden

A total of 300 species of medicinal plants have been selected

for this Garden. Plants are grouped according to their 

medicinal properties. Different educational programs are based 

on these plants – for the University students, families, tourists, 

gardeners.   



Japanese Garden with plants from the “Green Legacy 
Hiroshima” project

The Japanese Garden was created by our Japanese colleagues, Prof. 

Hajime Matsushima (Hokkaido University) and Takuhiro Yamada 

(Kyoto) along with five students-volunteers from the Hokkaido 

University.

The Green Heritage Hiroshima Exposition 

Seeds from plants that survived the atomic bombing of Hiroshima have been 

planted in Irkutsk. 

Both Hiroshima plants and the Japanese Garden are perfect story tellers for 

students and visitors at the Botanic Garden.



An ecological trail in the forest area

demonstrates different types of natural vegetation on the shore of the Lake 
Baikal and introduces visitors to native plant species



Visit Center

New Visit Center has a computer class with microscopes 

for practical classes with schoolchildren



All these collections and displays help us to develop new 
environmental education programs



Partnership
Special attention is paid to partnerships with the local 

community,  the city administration, educational, 
cultural, an environmental organizations of the Lake 
Baikal region, 

and with other regions in Russia and abroad. 



For the past several years the US-Russia environmental education exchange program has been successfully 

implemented, and has included working visits by Garden staff to US organizations in the Seattle area

- My colleagues visited the educational and environmental organization that

actively conduct programs on environmental education

- EarthCorps, IslandWood, Washington Park Arboretum, Greenway and other

environmental organization

- A new experience was gained in working with different audiences

As a result,

The number of visitors increased by 20% in comparing with last year;

- New events and programs are being developed every year;

- Four exibitions held in 2019: “Bible Garden”, “Spicy Winter”, “Evolution”,

“Plants and People”;

- 20 new ecological and cultural events;

- 16 new guided tours



“Botanical Garden for everyone”

People with disabilities 



Environmental education is a top priority
• The Garden conducts tours for visitors, 

exhibits, programs for schools, families 
with children, environmental and 
cultural festivals, and art classes



Education through the game, through obtaining new practical
experience • In the Botanical 

Garden, the 
children 
themselves are 
looking for 
answers to 
questions 



Summer project for schoolchildren
«Smart holidays» 

This project is the result of the adaptation of environmental 

education programs at US organization to Irkutsk Botanical 

Garden opportunities



The Botanical Garden – it is not only plants

We use an integrated approach to the study of

biodiversity and its conservation. 

Birds, insects and other animals living at the Botanical

Garden are part of our programs



Ethnobotanical programs

• Ethnobotanical programs are interesting for visitors,  both for local community and tourists

• The goal is to preserve the traditions of relationship with nature among different peoples,

for example, Burjat people. 

• We run these programs together with students and teachers of the Buryat language department 
of our University 



Family programs

Thematic guided tours:

“Dangerous Plants”, 

“Poetry at the Shady Garden”, 

“An Insects around us”, 

“Survival in the forest” 

Master-classes

and other



Cultural Events

“Flowers, stars and poems”



Opportunities for education are everywhere!



Opportunities for education are everywhere!



An exibitions
• The Bible Garden

ProCACTUS

Evolution



Outside the Botanical Garden

Medicinal college, Aginsk, Zabaikalsky Region

Childrengarden №146, Irkutsk



The visit of US colleagues to Irkutsk at August, 2018 and 
September, 2019

• Discussions and consultations were 
held on new techniques in the field of 
environmental education



An environmental education conference

in Irkutsk in August, 2018

More than 100 participants took part at the conference 

from different regions of Russia, from the USA and Great Britain.

They represented all levels of environmental education –

schools, universities, institutions of additional education.

Our partners from an environmental organizations, botanical 

gardens, museums and non-profit organizations that develop programs 

for environmental education shared their practical experience.

International Workshop on Environmental 

Education in Irkutsk, September, 2019 

Colleagues from botanical gardens from Tver, Murmansk 

region, Gorno-Altaysk, Yakutsk, Vladivostok, Ulan-Ude, 

specialists in interpretation of natural heritage from the USA, 

as well as teachers and employees of non-profit organizations 

from Irkutsk region. They discussed modern trends in eco-

education and exchanged experience. The seminar included 

master classes, project presentations, games and much more.



Thank you!

All information is available 

at
www.bg.isu.ru


